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Studying this chapter will familiarize
you with the symbols of the IPA and how 
to write them correctly. The only way to
become comfortable with writing the unfa-
miliar symbols is to practice, practice, prac-
tice! In addition, exercises are provided for
you to learn the distinction between the
spelling of a word (orthography) and how
the word sounds.

An important part of learning phonet-
ics is the ability to identify the position of a
phoneme in a word. Terms used to describe
the position of a sound in a word vary.
Words can be divided into syllables, with
“V” indicating a vowel and “C” indicating
a consonant. For example, the word “sold”
is a one-syllable word with the CVCC clas-
sification. An example of a two-syllable
word is “soda,” which would be identified 
as CVCV.

Consonants have been viewed as appear-
ing in one of three positions in a word: at
the beginning of a word (initial position)
or the first sound heard, the middle of 
a word (medial position), and at the end of a
word (final position) or the last sound heard.
Another classification system identifies a
consonant that occurs before a vowel as a pre-
vocalic consonant, one that occurs between
two vowels as an intervocalic consonant,

and a consonant that occurs following a
vowel as a postvocalic consonant. Locate the
/l/ phoneme in the words “look,” “alone”
and “cool”:

Initial Position or Prevocalic: look

Medial Position or Intervocalic: alone

Final Position or Postvocalic: cool

The prevocalic and postvocalic classifica-
tion system is useful in classifying position
of consonant clusters. A cluster, also known
as a blend, is two or more consonants within
the same syllable. These can occur in pre-
vocalic or postvocalic positions. Table 3–3 in
the following chapter provides examples of
consonant clusters.

Recently, consonant locations have
been described in terms of their functions
rather than their specific location in a word.
Consonants can be viewed as performing
only two functions, releasing vowels or
arresting vowels. In the word “soap” the con-
sonant /s/ releases the vowel /o/ while the
consonant /p/ stops or arrests the vowel.

Bernthal and Bankson (1998) specify
the initial, medial, final word position as the
system used most often for sound-position
descriptors. In this Workbook, an initial,
medial and final identification exercise has



been provided for each IPA phoneme. The
words in these exercises were selected to
increase your listening ability and to rein-
force the difference between the way a word
is spelled and how it is pronounced. You will
find that the specific phoneme may not
always occur in the word examples. These
exercises can be heard on the audio CDs.
Students who are learning English as a sec-
ond language should find these exercises
particularly useful.

Utilizing the Phoneme Study Cards will
also help you to learn the IPA sound/sym-
bol association, which is the foundation for
learning phonetics. See below for directions
for Phoneme Study Card use.

Directions for Study Card Use

The Phoneme Study Cards that accompany
this book are an essential tool in the mas-
tery of the sound/symbol association of the
International Phonetic Alphabet.

Each card is numbered. Corresponding
numbers are cited in the Transcription Exer-
cises to help you identify the phoneme. You
can also listen to the Study Cards on CD 2,
Tracks 42–88.

Here are some suggestions for using these
cards:

1 Learn the sound of the IPA phoneme
shown on the front of the card.

2 Memorize the phonetic description
for each phoneme.

3 Become familiar with the word-
position examples.

4 Create phonetically transcribed
words by using the cards.

5 Challenge yourself to reduce the
amount of time it takes to identify
the sound of each phoneme.

6 Drill, drill, drill!

The “Familiar” IPA Consonants

It is essential that you write the symbols of
the IPA correctly. If you do not write the
symbols correctly, another professional will
not be able to read your transcription (Fig-
ure 2–1). This is critical because all your
referrals (a) to yourself during reassessment
and treatment, (b) to your professional col-
leagues, and (c) to your supervisors must
exactly reflect the same information.
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Figure 2–1. Familiar IPA consonants.



The “Unfamiliar” IPA Consonants

These consonants may seem very strange,
but you will become much more at ease with
them as you continue your study of phonet-
ics (see Figure 2–2).

The Vowels of the IPA

The vowels of the IPA may seem confusing at
first, but practice will help (see Figure 2–3)!
Remember: Do not be confused by spelling,
but keep in mind the sound of the vowel.

How Do I Write the /æ/?

1 Write the schwa, starting at the top
of the letter (Figure 2–4): /ə/ ə

2 Without lifting your pencil from the
paper, continue writing the letter “e”:

The Diphthongs of the IPA

These will probably seem the strangest of
all the IPA symbols, but they are necessary
to correctly transcribe words. In addition,
the diphthongs are written with a slur (�)
underneath them (Figure 2–5).
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Figure 2–2. Unfamiliar IPA consonants.

Figure 2–3. Vowels of the IPA

Figure 2–4. Writing the ash.
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Figure 2–5. Diphthongs of the IPA.



Transcription Exercise 2–1. Track: (CD 1, Track 2)

It is important that you develop the skill to determine the number of sounds contained in
a word. Count how many sounds each word contains. Listen to CD 1, Track 2 to hear
these words pronounced. The Examples section should be helpful to you.

Examples

noisy has 4 sounds: n ɔi z i
cough has 3 sounds: k ɑ f
together has 6 sounds: t u � ε ð �
ship has 3 sounds: ʃ i p
knife has 3 sounds: n ai f
giraffe has 4 sounds: d	 
� � f
baked has 4 sounds: b e k t
phantom has 6 sounds: f � n t ə m
might has 3 sounds: m ai t

Sounds Transcription

________ 1. gnaw [_____________]

________ 2. shape [_____________]

________ 3. cousin [_____________]

________ 4. leisure [_____________]

________ 5. tongue [_____________]

________ 6. who [_____________]

________ 7. rather [_____________]

________ 8. tough [_____________]

________ 9. kneel [_____________]

________ 10. ax [_____________]

________ 11. cinnamon [_____________]

________ 12. wrap [_____________]

________ 13. raked [_____________]

________ 14. sight [_____________]

________ 15. phoneme [_____________]

anniversary has 9 sounds: � n i v 
� s ə r i
write has 3 sounds: r ai t
long has 3 sounds: l ɑ ŋ
Note: “ng” is transcribed: ŋ
whole has 3 sounds: h o l
“x” has 3 sounds: ε ks
measure has 4 sounds: m ε 	 �
gnat has 3 sounds: n � t
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Transcription Exercise 2–2. Track: (CD 1, Track 3)

Phoneme Fill-In Exercise

Directions: Using the IPA, write the first sound in each of the following words:

1. push

2. real

3. act

4. key

5. top

6. in

7. see

8. every

9. very

10. urge

11. easy

12. dog

13. able

Write the letters and see what they spell:
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Transcription Exercise 2–3. Track: (CD 1, Track 4)

Phoneme Identification Exercise

This introductory exercise in phoneme identification is designed to fine-tune your listening
abilities. Listen to each word and write the phoneme common to each group of words.

Remember—don’t let spelling confuse you!

Consonants Phoneme

1. chorus Quaker mannequin Zachary physique /____ /

2. tango kangaroo Hong Kong mingle rectangle /____ /

3. jumbo effigy geology damage fugitive /____ /

4. phrase raffle tough factory Ralph /____ /

5. yesterday papaya Johann bayou savior /____ /

6. misery hose adviser weighs resume /____ /

Vowels

7. fruit loop tube knew zoos /____ /

8. eve cease free quiche beanie /____ /

9. coach own robe beau throw /____ /

10. birch hermit urge myrtle fur /____ /

11. bathe lay vein gate eighty /____ /

12. ah jaunt spa palm shock /____ /
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YOUR FIRST EXERCISE—Transcribe Your Name!

Transcription Rules

Rule 1: Transcribe according to the way your name sounds, not how it is spelled.

Rule 2: No capital letters for your first, middle, or last name.

Rule 3: Put first, middle, and last names in one set of brackets: [ ].

Rule 4: No double phonetic symbols—remember, it is how your name sounds, not how
many letters are used.

Helpful Hints

• Be sure to use the Study Cards to help you make the sound-symbol connection.

• Your phonetics instructor can review your transcription and make helpful
suggestions.

JUST FOR FUN

Transcribe the names of family members, pets, favorite actors, and sports figures.
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